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ASSTEX takes on 6th- largest European market
Serbian Denim Fashion and Jeans to be marketed to 38 Million Customers in Poland

Belgrade/Poznan, March 1, 2011: Seven USAID-supported Serbian textile companies will sign a contract to establish their first presence in the 38-million-customer-strong Polish market. The contract with the Prelic Company will be signed while the companies are exhibiting at one of Poland’s largest trade fairs, the Poznan International Trade Fair, March 1-3.  

Journalists are invited to attend the contract signing ceremony on 
March 2, at 12 p.m. at Poznan International Fair, Pavilion 5, Stands 165/167. 

Serbian Ambassador in Poland H.E. Radojko Bogojevic will also attend the signing ceremony.
All seven companies exhibiting at Poznan are members of Sandzak-based Association of Textile Producers ASSTEX (http://www.asstex.org/), a strategic partner of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). USAID has provided these and other ASSSTEX member companies logistic and financial support in the process leading to this contract.  USAID is among the most active supporters of the Serbian apparel industry's expansion into international markets, creating conditions for the long-term development of the Serbian economy. 
Entry into the Polish market follows a nine-month effort of building business relationships with retailers and wholesalers in Poland, a process led by the USAID Economic Security Program with support from the Serbian Embassy in Poland. The program helped representatives from the Polish Embassy in Serbia tour Serbian manufacturers and in October 2010 established the first Trade Mission from Serbia to Poland in more than 20 years. 

The USAID Economic Security Team introduced Trade Missions to maximize opportunities at Trade Fairs by having participating companies visit retail and wholesale counterparts months before a Trade Fair. This approach to expanding to new market and increasing sales has proven successful in Albania where immediate after-Fair sales grew by 180 percent from 2009 to 2010 and a visit to Bosnia opened markets in Sarajevo for USAID-supported companies for the first time.

As a result of USAID customized business support, apparel and textile manufacturers saw sales growth of 14 percent between 2007 and 2009 (the latest data available) in the midst of the global economic crisis.

Trade Fairs have proven to be a successful tool for USAID-supported companies from Serbia’s economically vulnerable regions, South Serbia and Sandzak. Since 2008, companies participating in the Project have generated $10 million in new sales. In 2010 alone, USAID helped 120 companies from these two economically challenged regions enter significant new international markets such as Turkey, Czech Republic, Russia, Belarus, and now Poland. 
More information at: http://www.scopes-serbia.org/.
The seven ASSTEX companies traveling to The Poznan International Fair are Maxers (www.mmaxers.com), Stig (www.stigco.com), Benneli (www.bennelijeans.com), Classx (www.classic-jeans.com), Big Boys (www.bigboys.rs), Bros (www.bros-jeans.com) and Exact (www.exactjeans.rs).   


For additional information please contact:
Ms. Sandra Vlatkovic at: sandra_vlatkovic@dai.com or +381.63.373.083
For more information on USAID programs in Serbia, please visit http://serbia.usaid.gov
For more information on USAID PPES Program, please visit http://www.scopes-serbia.org
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