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South-East Europe Fashion Fusion Forum

"Forum for Fashion Designers, Clothing Industry and Vocational Colleges of Southeast Europe"

October 24th-25th, 2008 

Sava Centar, Belgrade

Synergy of textile and apparel companies, young designers and educational institutions from Serbia and countries in the region, was the topic and main goal of the Forum for Fashion Designers, Clothing Industry and Vocational Colleges of Southeast Europe, organized by the German Organization for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and Serbian Designers Union from Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Albania, with support from the Serbia Investment and Export Promotion Agency (SIEPA), Serbian Chamber of Commerce, Ministry of Finance, and Fashion Studio “Click”, held on October 24th and 25th, 2008 in Belgrade.
Forum was opened by the SIEPA Deputy Director, Mr. Bojan Jankovic, who emphasized the fusion of these three central factors for the development of fashion industry, together with cooperation between colleagues in the region and leading to Serbian export increase.

The significant fashion industry people who shared their experiences at the Forum include: Mr. Wolfgang Weis, GTZ consultant and owner of Weis Consulting Association, Mrs. Claudia Ollenhauer-Ries, creator of sportswear for Puma company, Mr. Milos Ivkovic, owner of Ivkovic company, Mrs. Martina Glomb, a fashion design Professor at the University of Applied Arts and Sciences in Hanover, Mr. Nenad Radujevic, owner of Fashion Studio Click, Mrs. Petja Miluscheva, GTZ consultant in Sofia, Bulgaria, Mrs. Marlena Woolford, WGSN company, Mr. Gerhard Hofmann, owner of the Ben Burton company from New York, Ms. Jelena Pajovic, EU Funding Management Department of the Ministry of Finance, and Ms. Jelena Radoicic from Serbia Investment and Export Promotion Agency (SIEPA).

During the Forum, work and designs of students from Faculty of Applied Arts (scene costumes sector) and students from Textile School for design, technology and management from Belgrade were presented in front of Hall 4_1 and Japanese Sloon, in Sava Centar.
Through workshops and discussions, participants from Serbian clothing companies, textile unions and clusters, designers from regional countries and professors from designer schools had the opportunity to exchange ideas and find new solutions for fashion business development that is becoming essential economic factor in the region. The Faculty of Fine Arts, Costume Design department, and Textile Design College had student exhibitions in the Sava Centar venue showing the latest designs by Serbian apprentices.  

During the Forum numerous contacts have been established and an important initiative has been developed. Four associations present at the South East Fashion Forum have agreed on joint presentations at national and international markets, together with finding new ideas for future business activities.
